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Aim
This proseminar has the aim of training faculty members in wri�ng compelling proposals that will stand
up to the compe��on and be funded. The focus will be on the health and social sciences. Par�cipants
will be introduced to and be expected to write a research grant proposal that will be able to be
submi�ed at the end of the proseminar. The templates for these proposals will be drawn from the
main stewards of science in the United States; the Na�onal Ins�tutes of Health (NIH) and the Na�onal
Science Founda�on (NSF).
Speciﬁc objec�ves
The par�cipants will review the main policies and procedures of these two research agencies.
They will be guided through the mechanisms that are available for research funding including both
research and career development awards that include both research and mentoring components.
Par�cipants will be introduced to and work on wri�ng a research proposal that addresses the main
review criteria of signiﬁcance, inves�gators, innova�on, approach, and environment. In the proseminar
each par�cipant will develop a strong research plan that includes speciﬁc aims or objec�ves;
statement of the uniqueness of the research; descrip�on of preliminary studies relevant to the speciﬁc
aims; hypothesis tes�ng; measurement; quan�ta�ve and/or qualita�ve data analysis; common
weaknesses in grant proposals; the grant review process and reading summary statements and op�ons
available if proposal is not funded (e.g. revise and resubmit). The poli�cs �ed to this research grant
process will also be discussed with an emphasis on the importance of seeking advice from the funding
agency’s Program Oﬃcers.
Processes and procedures
The proseminar will include lectures by the trainer and group discussions of the lecture material and
proposal dra�s by the par�cipants during the seminar period. Also, individual consul�ng will be
available with the trainer throughout the proseminar. This work will take place during the Spring
semester. The Summer will be devoted to the individual wri�ng of a compe��ve research proposal in
close collabora�on with the trainer. At the end of the summer session, par�cipants will present their
ﬁnal dra�s of proposals in a closing proseminar session for group discussion. Teamwork and
collabora�on will be emphasized throughout the proseminar with their respec�ve overarching
importance for all phases of the process of wri�ng compelling research proposals that will get funded.
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My NIH-NIGMS doctoral traineeship in sociology and brain
research at UCLA the 1960s, I have worked as a medical
sociologist of a special type – those whose research involves
the inves�ga�on of general medical scien�ﬁc problems in
mul�disciplinary teams of socio-behavioral and biomedical researchers.
My early inves�ga�ons employed advanced sta�s�cal analysis approaches to understand
cerebral lateraliza�on and interhemispheric transfer deﬁcit theory in my EEG studies of
crea�vity, pain, alexithymia and language representa�on in the brain. In these studies, I worked
to establish scien�ﬁc methodologies that were transdisciplinary bridging the gap between the
“two cultures” of biomedicine and psychosocial sciences that would be called today “mixed
methods” with a focus on mental health and addic�on.
I have worked as a professor in Germany in sociology and in the Netherlands in social psychiatry
obtaining major research funding from na�onal and European Commission funding sources.
Recently re�red as the Associate Dean of Research and Director of the Data Management Core,
Hamovitch Center for Science in the Human Services, School of Social Work, University of
Southern California, I have mentored faculty members on the development of U.S. federal
research grants and supervised a team of biosta�s�cians as well as leading the eﬀort in
the university for developing qualita�ve data analysis while con�nuing my health and social
science research.

